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BLUEBONNET
CHAPTER 74

About our Chapter
Bluebonnet Chapter No. 74, 1s the Austin, TX, chapter of the
International Right of Way Association. Our Chapter was found-

ed 1n 1985 by professionals in the right of way field to unite mem-
bers for education, to improve service to employers and the pub-
lic, and to advance our members within the profession. We are
part of Region 2 of the International Association. Qur current
membership includes professionals mvolved in a wide array of
projects requiring real estate and right of way services.

Board of Directors Meetings are held the first Tuesday of
each month at the City of Austin. All are welcome. If you
are Interested In attending, please contact a Chapter 74
Officer.

MONTHLY LUNCHEON INFORMATION:

NO LUNCHEON THIS MONTH

Special points of interest:

e 2014 Education Courses

e 2015 Upcoming Education Courses / Seminars / Conferences
e Twin Rivers Golf Tournament Details

e Membership Drive Update

e Career Hotline *New Postings*
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Welcome Members,

We just had the Region 2 Refresher in College Station last week. The conference offered many different
breakout sessions, networking opportunities and is always entertaining. I hope those that attended en-
joyed the conference and were able to expand their knowledge.

Chapter 74 and 39 are putting the finishing touches on the Eminent Domain seminar scheduled for Fri-
day, September, 5th. Presentations will include the Supreme Court Update, Right of Entry and Access
and MAP 21. I hope to see you at the San Marcos Activity center in September.

We have an education opportunity coming up. Randy Ward, J.D. will be facilitating IRWA Course 803,
Eminent Domain Law Basics for ROW Professionals on September 18th and 19th at the HDR office at
7745 Chevy Chase Drive, Building 5.

Also, last month in the newsletter, I mentioned a new committee. During our recent Board meeting the
Survey and Engineer committee was approved. This committee will be recognizing an important part of
our industry. The appropriate and proper survey of real estate parcels is so important to our success in
the right of way acquisition business. Our industry spends many millions of dollars and lots of time ob-
taining and reviewing survey documents. Every transaction demands a quality product from our survey-
ors. Each survey is based on the appropriate level of engineering for the particular project.

This new committee will provide an opportunity for us to interact, network and get to know new contacts
and partners in this segment of the industry. I am asking each of you to contact the survey firms or en-
gineering companies that you work with and please invite them to get involved with the IRWA. Our
Chapter has a lot to offer the companies. We would like to share our education, networking, leadership
management and as well as provide an opportunity for new business connections.

Our Chapter’s Survey and Engineering committee is being chaired by Jesse Cooper and Harsh Doshy.

I would also like to report on the IRWA conference in Hartford. The seminar went well and was very
well attended with over 1,000 attendees. The message and the breakout sessions were done very well
and I think everyone enjoyed the City of Hartford, CT. Of particular interest was the Keynote speaker,
Steve Uzzell, an ex-photographer for National Geographic. His message was all about focus and per-
spective. By changing your perspective, sometimes you get a much better focus on the problem or issue.

Please help us grow our Chapter. I am asking each Chapter member who reads this newsletter to think
of someone in the work circle who might benefit from our Chapter’s activities or the IRWA education.
Please invite them to our monthly lunch, but more importantly, please contact me at 512-531-5904 or
contact Wade McNeil at 512-459-3440 and we would be happy to contact the prospective member and
provide information on joining our Chapter.

As always, I wish you well in the coming month. Please have a safe summer and safe travels.

Sincerely,

Chapter 74 - President

Don Toner, SR/'WA

TxDOT—Strategic Project Division

512-531-5904 BUILDING A BETT%%\SE?’_F}ELR

don.toner@txdot.gov
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Asset Management
VACANCY

Communication
Michelle Hawkins, SR/WA, R/W-NAC, R/W-RAC
HDR Engineering, Inc., (512) 531-5915

Monthly Luncheons are typically held on Barbara Price

the second Tuesday of each month. Please Capital Metro, (512) 5697438
. . Educati

check the website each month as locations Luanne Dann

City of Austin, (512) 453-5501

Skye Stuart, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
THC, Inc. (512) 497-5277

Cathy Thomas
Allegiant Group, PLLC, (512) 355-7197 ext. 104

may change.

Local Public Agenc
John Reed, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC
Compliant Relocation Services, LLC, (512) 468-5097

Sheila Mills
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 832-7018

L — " Membership
h J J ~— :w‘ Wade McNeill, SR/WA
Integra Realty Resources-Austin, (512) 459-3440

L-‘J ‘ N S % Nominations

Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
Cintra U.S., (512) 371-4816

Teri Morgan, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC
HDR Engineering, Inc., (512) 431-2742

Denise Skinner, SR/WA
NuStar Energy, (210) 918-2119

Professional Development
Cheryl Speaker, SR/'WA, R/W-AC
(512) 415-5778

Programs
Susan Dwyer

(512) 658-8508

Tara O’Neal
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-2946

Lori Bible, SR/WA
Lockwood, Andrews & Newman Inc., (512) 338-2754

Relocation
David Harrah, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-2962

September Eminent Domain Seminar
FElizabeth Norris
Atkins, (512) 342-3443

DISTINGUISH YOURSELF WITH AN [RWA CERTIFICATION Surveying and Engineering
Jesse Cooper
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-2874
GENERALIST SPECIALIST Transportation
- ' Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
Cintra U.S., (512) 371-4816

Utilities
Kerry Fulton, SR/WA
TxDOT-Strategic Project Division, (512) 531-5905

Harsh Doshy
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-2869

Valuation
Chris Hornsby
Paul Hornsby & Company, (512) 381-5510

Young Professionals
Mark Mendez, RWA
Aria Consulting Management Group, Inc., (512) 351-2774

Harsh Doshy
Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-2869
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Thank you
PDenise Skinner

for serving Chapter 74

as our 2013-2014

President

Chapter 74 - Austin, TX
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y 4
IRW WHAT'S NEW IN
EFDUCATION?

2014 Courses being Offered in Austin, Texas

COURSE CLASS

COORDINATOR

100 Principles of Land Acquisition 03/25-03/28 Luanne Dunn
506 Advanced Business Relocation Assistance 05/08-05/09 Luanne Dunn
701 Property/Asset Management: Leasing 07/16-07/17 Sam Nassour
410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain 08/08 Sam Nassour

803 Eminent Domain ng Basics for ROW 09/18-09-19 Skye Stuart
Professionals

703 Real Property/Asset Management 10/10 Sam Nassour

Practical Negotiations for US Federal

Funded Land Acquisitions 11/13-11/14 Luanne Dunn

207

If you need additional information on courses, click here or contact:

Luanne Dunn @ (512) 453-5501

Skye Stuart @ (512) 497-5277
Cathy Thomas @ (512) 355-7197 ext. 104
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Eminent Domain Seminar (September 5) San Marcos, TX
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Location: San Marcos Activity Center
Address: 501 E. Hopkins Street, San Marcos, TX 78666
Cost: $125.00/per person

September 5, 2014
San Marcos Texas

IRWA

Learn. Lead. Advance.

IRWA Seminaz

“Hot Topics in Real Estate and Eminent

Domain Seminar “ for

Attorneys, Legal Staff, ROW Agents, Appraisers, Engineers,
Consultants, City and Land Planners, Real Property Analysts,
Government Agents, Real Estate Agents.

About the
Seminar

The September Seminar is an annual
education event presented by Chap-
ter 39 and 74 of the International
Right of Way Association.

Continuing
Education

The Texas Real Estate Commission
requires full attendance to receive
Continuing Education Credits.
Please plan on staying the entire time
to obtamn credit.

Seminar
Location

San Marcos Activity Center
500 Block of E Hopkins,
San Marcos, Texas

west on Hopkins and look for the
San Marcos Activity Center on the
right

Continuing
Education

TRWA Application made for 6 hours of SR/
WA recertification by the Interna-
tional Right of Way Association.

Application made for 6 hours by the
Appraisal Institute for Continuing
Education (CE) Credit.

TREC Application made for 6 hours of Man-
datory Continuing Education (MCE)
by the Texas Real Estate Commission.

TALCB Application made for 6 hours of
Appraiser  Continuing  Education
(ACE) by the Texas Appraiser Licens-
ing and Certification Board.

CLE Application made for 6 hours of con-
tinuing legal education (CLE) credits

%15

2014 Eminent Domain Seminar

AGENDA

Registration; Continental Breakfast

Welcome
Randy Williams, SRAVA MAL FRICS,
Program Moderator

Property Inspections - Clandestine Drug Lab Awareness
Sergeant William Wade Pacham — Hays County Narcoties Task Force
Commander

Vested Rights in Condemnation
Paul Barkhurst, J.D. - Barkhurst Hinojosa PC

10:00 Morning Networking Break

Take IH 35 and Exit 205. Proceed 10:30 Current Eminent Domain Issues-Texas and US Supreme Court

Kristina W. Silcocks, 1.D - Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Tony Blazi, J.D. - Office of the Attomey General
James Kirk, 1.D. - TXDOT Right of Way Division
Mike Barron, J.). ~Barron and Adler

12:00 Lunch

LIS

2:00

245

300

430

Right of Entry and TRO's
Jack Ross, J.D. - Ross Molina Oliveros PC

Water, What Does it Cost
Martyn C. Glen, MAL CRE, FRICS

Afternoon Networking Break

Good Faith Negotiations and Landowner Relationships
Dr. Maize Leftwich, Psy. D

Closing Remarks and CE Credit Signatures

Chapter 74 - Austin, TX



Eminent Domain Seminar Registration should be

Please Thank
Our
Seminar Sponsors
Allen, Williford & Seale
Alterra Design Group

Atkins

Barron & Adler, LLP
Civil Eng Consultants
Don Durden Inc

Contract Land Staff, LLC

Dugger, Canaday, Grafe,
Inc.

Eckmann Groll, Inc.

submitted to Joyce Labus!!!

EFRN\ASA

Llecrmn. Lead. Advanmnce.

Seminar Registration Form
Send by fax to 210-353-2965 or email to jglabus@cpsenergy.com

Registration Deadline is September 4, 2014

Registration Fee: $125.00 Please make checks payable to IRWA Chapter 39

Mail Checks and Registrations to:
Joyce G. Labus, SRWA

218 Labus Lane

Floresville, TX 78114

Fax Registration Forms to;
Joyce G. Labus, SRAWA
210-353-2065

Forms due by September 4, 2014. Bring Checks to Seminar if you Fax.

Name

Company

Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Fax Phone

IRWA Chapter 39 Registration Contact Person: Joyce Labus
213 Labus Lane
Floresville, Texas 78114 e i 20

Fax: 210-353-2965

Emall: jglabus@cpsenergy.com

Please Thank
Our
Seminar Sponsors

Gardere, Wynne Sewell,
LLP

HDR Engineering, Inc.

Integra Realty Resources

Law Offices of Ralph
Brown, P.C.

Paul Hornsby & Company

Percheron

Ross Molina Oliveros, P.C.

Spitzer and Associates

to visit the
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Upcoming 2015 Courses / Seminars / Conferences:

Are you ready for 2015, the Education Committee is already planning courses

CLASS
COORDINATOR

COURSE

421 The Valuation of Partial Acquisitions 01/27-01/30 Skye Stuart

2015 Winter Forum will be
held in Austin, Texas

March 4-6, 2015

Mark your calendar !!!!
More details to come....

_“ IRWA

EDUCATION CONFERENCE ! LJ l’\J E ] 4> 1 7 2() ] 5

SAN DIEGO 2015

- Registration Rates (all rates are listed in US
Conference Location: 9 ( %)

| . ?f By March 13 March 14 - May 1 After May 1
Hilton San Diego Bayfront
1 park B"u’d Member - Full Registration 3525 3625 %700

San Diego, California, 92101

Non-Member - Full Registration 3625 3725 %800
Tel: (860) 249—8000@
H”tDI"I San DiEQD BEI'}'fI'Dﬂt Website Daily Registration (per day) $225 $250 $275
Companion 3250 3250 $300

Page 9 Chapter 74 - Austin, TX



NION CREEK COUNTRY CLUB

ROW PROFESSIONALS FOR MAKE-A-WISH

a wefcome banner, a shopping cart that they
ied Mﬁut [Oswaldo] could pick out what he
also welcomed us very welf and with several
were ﬁlattmg Jor us at the exit with fots of bubbfes. We
hat, and we had a great time. Next we visited two more

HOSTED BY
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Chapter 74
wanted to share
the drawing and
thank you note

from Oswald.

Oswald was the L
2nd child that g VN Y

benefitted from | ) B
the $10,000
donation last o
Dibujo de _O 615 ‘ Fecha
year. Por favor hace un dibujo que representa su deseo! .

You for Your Generosity

A
f .J |
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central & South Texas, Ine,
Make-A-Wish querria que usted comparta su historia del deseo para nuestro boletin
Diganos por fivor lo que hicimos su desco especial para su nifio y la fanilia, inclusive su
parte favoritn y memorias especinles, (Qué impacto general el deseo de su nifio(a) tuve
en su familia entera?
My deseo fue ___ - . L8
Fecha(s) o6 - /9. 45 Oswaldo’s Wish Letter Translation
! L Olia I fadl, ra7ay ‘
» TN la wida. U - o Oslaldo ncf ) ) .
] / L d | { | ; It was an unforgettable day that we will keep with us that we will remember for
Je ! i il 704 sl A
| | [ = l { the rest of our lives. The day before, my son Oswaldo could not sleep because of
A Lol cuaniado ecoeCrunao gl ol olcsan L - o . ) L. .
5 i ‘ ¥ ( his excitement. The day of his wish he was already awake very early, waiting for it
1¢ | o TERIY Lo L { e - 7 . .
{ — | to be 9:00 AM (pick-up time). When the limousine came for us, he was the first to
L7 e, \ 3 get in. The first store that we visited was Walmart. The welcome that they gave us
ol [ ! Qa | - 13 .
i | [ \ ! was a true surprise. There were several employees from the store that were
noes Liod X L (Wa xanad — o .
: fet 7 | o ‘ waiting for us with a welcome banner, a shopping cart that they decorated, and a
cabado =4 : e —— gift for Oswaldo and a cake. Some employees from the store accompanied us so
ok ; T i 56T oF that [Oswaldo] could pick out what he wanted. They saw us off with a huge round
T * ) = v = N T ‘ of applause. From there we visited Toys R Us. They also welcomed us very well and
¢ f\ . ‘v ST T | with several balloons and a giraffe [Jeffrey] accompanied my son while he was
‘ o ) L IR e SR o shopping. They were waiting for us at the exit with lots of bubbles. We went to eat
T S AT R T at a bbg restaurant [Smokey Mo’s]. The manager gave him a shirt, a hat, and we
d | { | q
J" Wicy ' e had a great time. Next we visited two more stores Disney Store and GameStop.
lou i ecil A
TR s s S R We returned home close to 3:00 PM very tired but very happy.
hageC SUS compeds. ol Salil o e (ARAL_con i Thank you to the entire staff of Make-A-Wish.
buckd VAN TNV v A Comel o L4 Kes it <l
|
£ L { - v —
, L ITEBWEESRT J IR G- ——
L d It ! o, )
Me llamo o lido M. HAeunder ¢ ldad A 2508
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ROW Professionals for Make-A-Wish is hosting the 11th Annual Twin
Rivers ED Golf Tournament benefiting Make-A-Wish.

The tournament will be held on Thursday September 4, 2014 at Onion Creek
Country Club in South Austin.

Onion Creek Club

As always, it promises to be a day filled with fun, fellowship and great golfing
with all proceeds going to a great organization. If you wish to register your
team or individual, fill out the registration form and submit to John Reed or
Maggie Schedler.

As with every great event, the donors make all the difference. Silver Sponsor -
$250, Gold Sponsor - $500 and Platinum Sponsor - $1,000. Along with your
donation, sponsors for the raffle prizes would be greatly appreciated. If you
or your company wish to donate you can contact any of the below golf
committee members:

John Reed — compliant.relo@gmail.com

Maggie Schedler — Maggie.schedler@contractlandstaff.com

Matthew Eckmann — Matthew.eckmann@-contractlandstaff.com

Harsh Doshy — Harsh.Doshy@txdot.gov

Bill Maples — W_maples@msn.com

George “Slay” Schlemeyer — George.Schlemeyer@contractlandstaff.com
Sam Nassour — Sam.Nassour@contractlandstaff.com

David Harrah — David. Harrah@txdot.gov

This is not an IRWA Sponsored Event.
ALL checks should be made payable to Right of Way Professionals.
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2014 TWIN RIVERS CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

ONION CREEK COUNTRY CLUB IN SOUTH AUSTIN

On September 4, 2014 Right of Way Professionals for Make — A - Wish will be hosting a golf
tournament benefitting Make-A-Wish of Central & South Texas. The tee time will be at 1:30
pm.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT MAKE-A-WISH

Entry Fee: $100 per player

Indludes green fee, cart, drink tickets, and dinner following the tournament. Trophieswill be awarded for each player on the top three teams,
the dosst to the pin (men and women) and longest drive (men and women). For the fourth year, the Shemry Peel MVP Plaque will be awarded
to the companyor individual that has been = long-time supporter of the tournament.

Checkone: Team: Individual:

NAME#1:

NAME#2:

NAME#3:

NAME#4:

You can send acheck payable to nght - of - Way Professionals or pay atthe toumament. Please e-mail your entry to John
Reed at compliznt.relo@zmail.com or magsie schedlen@contractiandstaff.com ormailto:

Golf Committee Char Golf Committee Co-Chair

Attn: John Reed Attn: Maggie Schedler
8050CR110 OR 8213 Shoal Creek Blvd, Ste. 202
Round Rock, TX 78655 Austin, TX 78757

Please Note; If the Right of Way Professionals receives a check made out toIRWA, the check will be returned to the company and we
will request a new check withthe correct pay to information.

THIS IS NOT AN IRWA SPONSORED EVENT

Page 13 Chapter 74 - Austin, TX



Chapter 74 will continue with the membership drive this year. The company with
the most members who join during this year will receive a free year of advertising

1n our newsletter as well as on the website, which 1s a value of $300.00.

E. Mewnam, Inc.
"A LEO A DALY COMPANY

Company leading the drive is: I n Lockwood, Andrews

5 MONTHS LEFT
WHO DO YOU KNOW? WHO DO THEY KNOW?

LET’S KEEP OUR CHAPTER GROWING!!

Visit www.irwa74austin.org to submit your application electronically and become
a member of Chapter 74!

Past Presidents >>>

Page 14 Chapter 74 - Austin, TX
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~TO ~

Jeanne Ganley
For completing the
Right of Way Professional Certification (RWP)

Right of Way Professional Career Path

Senior
Right of Way
Professional
(SR/WA)

Associate
Right of Way
Professional

(ARWP)

-

Right
of Way

If you have any Professional Development questions, please contact Cheryl Speaker
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The Region 2 Young Professional group
held another successful social at summer
forum, 1t was a collaborative effort
amongst the Austin, Houston &
Louisiana YP groups.

We had approximately 80-90 people in
attendance and made over $2600. We
will continue to build on the momentum
we gained and host an event during the
winter forum. This year the region held
its first YP workshop on leadership
opportunities and organizational
structure. Thanks to Chapter 74 &
Sponsors for their support!

I nank You Spons

I
&

I'S

If you would like additional information on Young Professional events, contact:
Mark Mendez, RWA (512) 351-2774 or Harsh Doshy (512) 416-2869

Chapter 74 - Austin, TX




Texas Department of Transportation

ROW Division has various job openings
click here to view job details.

Strategic Projects Division has various job openings
click here to view job details.

- Y,
We are the IRWA

Learn. Lead. Advance.

Contact Land Staff, LL.C has various job openings.
click here to view job details.

N J

Atrium Real Estate Services is seeking to add an additional Texas Certified
General Appraiser for commercial and eminent domain appraisals to our firm.
Our office is located in Austin, Texas, serving areas throughout the state. A
majority of work completed is for condemning authorities for right of way and
easement acquisitions with additional work completed for banks and private
entities. Experience within eminent domain projects is not required but pre-
ferred. This is a commission-based position, which will be discussed based on
experience. Please contact Lory Johnson at ljohnson@atriumrealestate.com j

N~
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UNIVERSAL Universal Field Services, Inc.

FIELD SERVICES, INC.

Various Right of Way Acquisition Positions
Location: Texas- Dallas / El Paso

We are looking for candidates to fill various right of way positions at multiple levels to support Texas DOT
Projects and TXDOT Special Projects Delivery Projects. Must be able to work within a team environment
to accomplish organizational goals, be an effective communicator and have strong time management
skills with the ability to establish priorities and meet project deadlines. Participate in project team and
client meetings; prepare clear and concise documentation of communications. Technical experience will
vary dependent on the position to be filled including Quality Assurance/Quality Control, Acquisition
Negotiations and Relocation Assistance services.

Positions:
Quality Assurance / Quality Control Agent

Experienced Right of Way professional proficient in preparing and reviewing Texas DOT and TXDOT
Special Projects Delivery forms for Acquisition, Relocation and Title packages. Must be able to review
other agents prepared documents and settlement packages to assure compliance with TXDOT
requirements. Acquisition Experience a plus.

Senior Acquisition Specialist

Right of Way acquisition agent with a minimum of 3 years project experience with Texas DOT and
TXDOT Special Project Delivery forms and procedures. Applicant should possess a Texas Real Estate
license. Bilingual Spanish and English a plus. Relocation experience a plus.

Bilingual Acquisition Agent

Right of Way acquisition agent fluent in Spanish with experience acquiring right of way using TXDOT
forms and procedures. Texas Real Estate license or ability to acquire Texas Real Estate license in a short
period of time required.

Minimal Requirements:

Must have excellent computer skills (MS word / Excel)
Understanding of right of way acquisition process
Completion of IRWA course work preferred

Texas Real Estate license

Texas Notary Public

L R

Please submit your resume to Stacey Cook, Senior Staffing Specialist, at scook@ufsrw.com and
include a brief introduction of yourself to be considered for any opportunities.

In accordance with federal and state laws, we have established a policy of providing EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT for all qualified employees and applicants for employment without
regard to race, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability not related to job requirements or previous
military service, or other characteristics protected by applicable law.

Page 18 Chapter 74 - Austin, TX
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Perks of being a sponsor:

You will have your logo displayed on the home page and linked to your company
URL as well as your contact information on the Sponsor tab.

This elite sponsorship gives you access to have upcoming jobs posted to the
webpage, in the monthly newsletter and email blasted to all Chapter 74 members.

Chapter 74 Website:
www.irwa74austin.org
IRWA Website:
www.irwaonline.org
IRWA Region 2 Website:
www.irwaregion2.org

Website Sponsor Information or Questions , please contact:

Barbara Price
Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(512) 389-7438

Michelle Hawkins, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC

HDR Engineering, Inc.
(512) 531-5915

Chapter 74 Bluebonnet is a publication of the International Right of Way Association.
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